
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Message from Pastor Gary 

       DECEMBER  2009 

        Highlights 

 

“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created 
the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word.” [Hebrews 1:1-3a] 
 
The November 12, 2009 issue of The Chronicle of Philanthropy ran an 
article in its “Faces of Philanthropy” section called, “Handing Out Glim-
mers of Hope.” The article speaks of Dr. Steven Isenberg, an oncolo-
gist in Indianapolis, who began an organization called 
“Medals4Mettle.” The medals handed out to cancer patients come 
from people who have participated in amateur sporting events. The 
patients receive the medals with gratitude as symbols of their courage 
and determination to return to health. 
 
The headline “Handing Out Glimmers of Hope” led me to think about 
our congregation. In a nutshell we are about those giving those glim-
mers of hope away to the greatest extent possible. Those glimmers of 
hope come through the many things we do: worship, prayer, Bible 
study, small groups, fellowship, food pantry, sponsoring our scout 
troop, hosting community events, and meeting people’s needs to the 
best of our ability. 
 
In that same issue of The Chronicle of Philanthropy was a small news 
release titled, “Church Donations Hold Steady.” The article says that 
during this current recession 70% of congregations report that offer-
ings for the first half of 2009 were the same or greater than offerings 
for the first half of 2008. That small article is a glimmer of hope for 
those of us whose job it is to meet the needs of our community with 
glimmers of hope. 
 
Christmas is coming: lights will shine, trees will be decorated, gifts will 
be given, feasts will be shared, and the year’s best music will be  
      (continued on page 2) 
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played non-stop in some places! At Christmas our weary world gets a glimmer of hope – in the 
manger, in the eyes of the young mother, in the presence of shepherds, in the song of the angels. 
Oh, how we need those glimmers of hope. That little hopeful nudge gets us through the dark days 
of winter. That little nudge helps us through difficult issues. That glimmer of hope shines for us 
when we think all that we have left is sadness and despair. 
 
Thank you for the many ways you have helped Bethlehem share glimmers of hope in 2009. Your 
generous gifts in 2010 will allow us to continue sharing hope with others – in glimmers and other 
sizes, too!  
 
It is my Christmas prayer for you that you will always find the glimmer of hope you need at  
Bethlehem and in Christ’s presence. 
 
         Amani, Pr. Gary 

Pastor’s Message (continued) 

Join us for Holiday Movies at Bethlehem on the following  
Saturdays at 1:00 p.m.: 

 
Saturday, December  5 “Home Alone” with Macaulay Culkin 
1:00 p.m.   1990/Color/105 minutes` 

                                                     (This is a family comedy without the family!) 
 
Saturday, December 19 “While You Were Sleeping”  with 
1:00 p.m.   Sandra Bullock & Bill Pullman. 
    Color/103 minutes 

                                       (A movie with plenty of Holiday fun!) 
 

Popcorn and soda pop is always provided. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies at Bethlehem 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars now for December 13, 2009 
    Annual Ethnic Christmas Dinner Party at 5:00 p.m. 
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A big, big thank you to the Jay Sanderson 
family (and friends) of Sycamore for donating 
all the cereals and paper products to the food 
pantry each week! 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Note: Deadline for the Star is the 15th of the pre-
vious month.  Deadlines for other publicity is  
usually Tuesday morning. 

A Big Thank You and Appreciation .  .  . 
For the ladies helping to fold and stuff the Bethlehem Star each month. 
For all those decorating for the Christmas Season. 
For all those helping with the Ethnic Christmas Dinner. 

 
It’s a busy time of 
year . . .! 
Need to borrow 
something from the 
church? Don’t forget 
to tell Marilyn or the 
church office. 
Thanks! 

Long-time church member Lou Meinert, 324  
Knollwood Drive in DeKalb, is no longer able to 
drive. He would greatly appreciate a ride to church. 
Give him a call at (815) 758-1519 to make arrange-
ments to pick him up. 

  
DON’T FORGET:  
DEADLINE FOR ORDERING YOUR 
POINSETTIA IS DECEMBER 13! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Carl & Margie  
Hargrave  on the recent birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Jordan Dylan Caitlyn Hargrave. The proud  
parents are Andy & Jill Hargrave; brother is Aidan 
and sister, Hope. 

Annual Meeting—Part I  
December 13  10:00 a.m. 

BAPTIZED on November 2 was 
Chloe Phoebe Domroes, daughter of 
Mark & Sara Domroes. Sponsors— 
Heidi Boelke and Lisa Domroes. 

Dear Bethlehem Church Family, 
“Thank you, Pastor Gary, for your 
prayers and visits after my surgery. Also, 
thank you to the congregation for your 
prayers, visits, phone calls, and cards.” 
  Carl Hargrave 

Annual Meeting, Part II, will be January 
24.  All committee leader reports are 
due by December 31! 

EACH WEDNESDAY AT 9:00 A.M. meet the 
C&C Group (Coffee & Conversation) at the Syca-
more McDonald’s. All are welcome! 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! THANK YOU 
FOR DONATING TO OUR DIAPER DRIVE.  
YOUR GENEROSITY MEANT THAT LOVE INC 
WAS ABLE TO PICK UP 12 LARGE PACKAGES 
OF DIAPERS IN NOVEMBER. THIS IS AN ON-
GOING PROJECT SO KEEP GIVING! THANKS! 
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Star Seminarian Greetings! 

Season’s Greetings to all  
from the staff of  

 Bethlehem Lutheran Church! 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas ... 
are the following people who made donations to the Star Seminarian 
Fund. This fund was established to support seminary students who are 
studying for pastoral ministry. 

Elmie Carey 
Irene Ekstrom 
Gladys Erickson 
Frank & Rose Mary Garcia 
Laura Hammes 
Carl & Marjorie Hargrave 
Anne Hietikko 
Elvi Humo 
Patricia Humo 
Kathleen Hunt 
Jerry & Annette Johns 
Lauri Koski 
Toini Koski 
Don & Sherry Krehl 
Irene Kuusisto 

Carolyn Leifheit 
Dee Maki 
Eldon & Helen Miller 
Carl & Doris Nordstrom 
Gordon & Virginia Rasmussen 
Doris Riippi 
Jay & Betty Ruby 
Marlene Schoonmaker 
Ed & Edna Schramm 
Ed & Judy Sisler 
Dick & Laurel Stokke 
Allie Wahl 
June Whitney 
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Church Council Notes—November 10, 2009 
Pastor Gary shared with the council members his purpose and activities in India during the October visit 
there. The meeting involved all the partners around the globe involved with the Arcot Church. With many 
members, each partner has a specific role and Gary was defining the role of the ELCA  in this partnership. 
Specifically, the ELCA brings a fresh perspective in desiring to establish relationships rather than projects. 
Stressing the connection we all have through baptism, we share an identity—and this is what the ELCA de-
sires to nurture. The concept was well received and  Pastor felt good about the visit and the many meetings 
with congregations during the visit. 
 
A letter from the Bishop’s office shared with the Bethlehem members that their expected incomes were 
down about $400,000 for this year. They are in the process of cutting programs. Mary Lasits moved that 
Bethlehem give the Thanksgiving and Christmas envelope gifts to the synod to assist with their shortfall. 
Motion passed. In the conversation that went along with this motion it was reported that Bethlehem is up-to
-date with their pledges to the synod. 
 
Property Committee: At their meeting, the group spent considerable time going over the expenses incurred 
during 2009 and analyzing whether savings could be achieved in any area. With committee persons willing 
to “do” projects rather than hire them out, the savings have been substantial. For an example, the project in 
the front area cost about $80 for cement. The altar rail move cost about $50. The next planned project will 
be the balcony space for the Bell Choir. 
 
Social Ministry:  During October, 607 households used the Food Pantry serving 1,896 persons. Sixty tur-
keys have been ordered for Thanksgiving costing $15 each for a complete dinner. 
 
Christian Education: The staff is happy with the new curriculum. Mary needs more teachers and will be  
approaching circles to help. 
 
Finance Committee: Tammie introduced the proposed new format for budget reporting. The council  
approved the format and it will be introduced at the Annual Meeting, Part I, on December 13. 
 
The next meeting will be held on December 16, 6:00 p.m. 
 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS 
 
We are planning to receive new members on December 13 , at the 8:45 a.m. service with a reception 
during the coffee hour immediately following. If you are interested in joining the church, please  
contact Pastor Gary Erickson or Mary Lasits. 
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Advent by Candlelight 

 

Advent by Candlelight 
sponsored by Lutheran Campus Ministry at NIU 

December 4  +++  5:30 p.m. 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

The evening begins with appetizers served at 5:30, dinner at 6:00 with a program celebrating  
Advent immediately following dinner.  

 
Students from campus ministry will share their musical gifts and talents, interspersed with reflections on 

the Advent season. Dinner will feature authentic Guatemalan fare and the cost is $30 per person with 

the majority of the costs supporting campus ministry at NIU. In addition to attending, your artistic talents 

are welcomed—the tables are decorated by individuals, families or congregational groups who love to 
share their artistic talents. The only requirements to decorating tables is that candles are in abundance—

all other artistic flairs or holiday decorating is welcomed. To reserve your tickets to the event, please 

contact Diane at  (815)756-7700 or at dianedardon@gmail.com. 

 Christmas Decorating Assistance Needed 

 
Save this date:   

Saturday, December 5, 2009  
9:30 a.m. 

 
I’m looking for assistants to help with decorating the hallway,  

fellowship hall, and sanctuary for the Ethnic Dinner celebration 
and the Christmas season. 

 
With many hands, arms, and legs carrying items up from the 

basement storage area, climbing step ladders, and hanging  
decorations, it won’t take long to complete this task. 

 
Contact Gordon Rasmussen (815)895-8956 
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
(First Saturday of each month) 

 
SATURday, December 5 

8:30—9:30 A.M. 
(Mark your calendars for January 2) 

 
We spend an hour reading Scripture and talk-

ing about issues important to faith, life and 
the issues that face us publicly  

and personally. 
Come once, or come each month, the  

coffee’s always on! 

Weekly  Men’s 
Breakfast 

 
This  group meets Friday 
mornings just before 8:00 
a.m. at the Lincoln Inn in 

downtown DeKalb. 
 

Come as often  
as you can! 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
2009 

 
Remember a loved one and help to make the Sanctuary beautiful for our Christmas Eve 
Service! To order your plant, please complete this form and give to an usher; place in the 
offering plate, or leave in the church office no later than Sunday, December 13. Please 
make your check payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church and include with your plant  
order. 

 # _______plant(s) @ $11.50 each 

 
 
Name of Donor _________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____I will take plant(s) home after Christmas Eve services 
_____I will share my plant(s) with a shut-in. 
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Ushers for Sundays in December 8:45 a.m. 

December 6  Frank & Rose Mary Garcia  December 24 Eldon & Helen Miller 
   Loren & Margaret Hayes     Ed & Judy Sisler 
 
December 13 Anne Hietikko   December 27 Ed & Edna Schramm 
   Leland & Evelyn Hoffman     Harry & Mona 
   Bob Hongisto       Theisen 
 
December 20 Pat Humo 
   Kathleen Hunt 
   Jerry & Annette Johns 

 
 
 
 

Greeters for Sundays in December 8:45 a.m. 
December 6  Kim Martin and Maria McMillion 
 
December 13 Gordon Rasmussen and Doris Riippi 
 
December 20 Betty Ruby and Ray Steinbis 
 
December 24 Dick & Laurel Stokke 
 
December 27 June Whitney and Norma Wiegartz 
 

Lectors 8:45 a.m.    Communion Assistants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 6  Dick Stokke 
 
December 13 Heather Breuer 
 
December 20 Laurel Stokke 
 
December 24 Brittany Nelson 
 
December 27 John Metzler  

December 6    Dick & Laurel Stokke 
 
December 13    Virginia Luedtke  
      Sherry Krehl 
 
December 20    Judy Sisler 
      Ray Steinbis 
 
December 24    Harry & Mona Theisen 
 
December 27    Myron Bond   
      Wayne Coffman  
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Ushers for Sundays in December 11:00 a.m. 

December 6  Barb Luchsinger 
   Amanda Luchsinger 
 
December 13 Pat Erickson 
 
December 20 Laurel Stokke 
   Maria McMillion 
 
December 27 Tammie Farley 
   Anna Fischer 

 
 
 
 

Greeters for Sundays in December 11:00 a.m. 
 
December 6  Don & Sherry Krehl 
 
December 13 Margie Hargrave 
 
December 20 Loren & Margaret Hayes 
 
December 27 Don & Sherry Krehl 
 

Lectors 11:00 a.m.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 6  Gordon Rasmussen 
 
December 13 Pat Erickson 
 
December 20 Dick Stokke 
 
December 27 Anna Fischer 

 
 
 
THANK YOU . . . THANK YOU . . . 
Many thanks to all the Ushers, Greet-
ers, Lectors, Communion Servers, 
Acolytes and Altar Guild Members for 
volunteering in 2009! Your help is 
greatly appreciated. 
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The Barnyard 

“People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them.” 
Mark 10:13 

 
 

The Frogpond 
(Senior and Junior High) 

 
Senior and Junior High Ski Trip:  We are ready to go skiing again this year.  The cost is $30.00 for lift 
ticket only, $50.00 for lift, lesson and rental.  We will be leaving church at 7:00am and returning at around 
10:00pm on January 18, 2010, Martin Luther King Junior Day!  Anybody willing to drive may ski at no 
cost! 
 
Monday Night Youth Group:  We are having a good time so if you haven’t joined us yet come on 
Monday (every Monday) from 6pm – 7:30pm in the Frog Pond.  Friends are always invited. 
 
Sunday School:  We meet every Sunday from 10am – 10:50am.  Bring your friends.  See you then!   
 

 
The Rest of the Barnyard 

 
Sunday School:  We are studying Joseph and His Brothers this first semester and beginning in January 
will begin Ruth and Esther.   
 
If you have updated information; new phone number, address, or email let us know! 
 
Adults, we would love to see you too.  If you are interested in helping out, talk to Mary and sign up to 
lead Art (Crafts), Storytelling (teaching a skit, make a craft puppet…), Kitchen Experiments (using food 
and science to teach the lesson.  We give you step by step instructions including what to say to the 
youngsters.  Very easy and fun!! 
 
Epiphany Program Practices:  Practice for our annual program will be on December 13, 2009 at 
10:00am during the normal Sunday School hour; January 2, from 10:00am – 11:30am; January 9, from 
10:00 – 11:00am. 
 
Epiphany Program:  Keep your calendar clear for January 10, at the 8:45am service!  Kids should ex-
pect to arrive at 8:00am.  I know it’s early but everybody loves watching them. 
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Christmas Eve Service 

Christmas candlelight 
Service at Bethlehem 

 
Christmas eve 

December 24   7:00 p.m. 

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
Serve the Lord with Gladness! Unless you happen to drop by the church on a Saturday, you might 
be unaware of all the work the Altar Guild members do in preparing the church for worship ser-
vice. Altar Guild members care for the linens, set out the wine and bread for communion, and 
prepare the candles for Sunday services, as well as baptisms and funerals. Serving on the Altar 
Guild is not difficult and while it is an investment of time, it really doesn’t take long to set up be-
fore and clean up after a worship service. We are currently a small group of 8 members, men and 
women. We serve on a monthly rotation basis, working in 2 person teams. We need your help. 
The work of the Altar Guild is rewarding and  interesting. If you would like to participate in this 
very special ministry, please contact the  church office at (815) 758-3203 and/or come to our 
next meeting on Sunday, December 6, at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Over our coffee and 
treats, we will talk about the 2010 activities and schedule. 

Thrivent Project Fundraiser 
 

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________                       Env. #_____ 
Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Funds raised will be matched by Thrivent Financial up to $1250.00. 
 

□ Bethlehem Youth Ski Trip Scholarships 

□ New carpeting for balcony 

□ Lutheran Campus Ministry trip to Guatemala 
 
Please contribute to the project of your choice! 
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Food Pantry Needs & Updates 

The Food Pantry is able to help feed men, women and children thanks to your commitment. Thanks-
giving is a fitting time to acknowledge with great appreciation all you have done and continue to do. 
Thank you for: 
 Giving money to purchase food and Thanksgiving boxes 
 Bringing in plastic bags, seasonal clothing, and other items 
 Volunteering in the pantry 
 Helping to unload and stock food  
 Crushing cardboard boxes and recycling them 
A special thanks to Annette, Darlene, Edie, Terry & Sara for all their extra help this holiday season! 

Lutheran Church Women Project for all Church Members 

Once again, the LCW will start collecting for LWR Health Kits. These kits are helpful for the people who 
must flee their homes quickly and often do not have time to pack essential items. Lutheran World Relief 
health kits can help children, men and women who are refugees maintain personal hygiene while living in 
exile. Items may also contribute to a new start for those who can return home. 
 
Include the following items in each health kit: 
*One hand towel, dark color recommended,  
*one washcloth, dark color recommended,  
*one bath-size bar of soap, any brand, in its original wrapping,  
*one adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging,  
*one 5-7 oz squeeze tube of toothpaste with remaining shelf of at least 12 months,  
*one comb, wide-tooth preferred,  
*one metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached,  
*six Band-Aids (or similar brand), preferably 1/2-3/4” secured with rubber band. 

Christmas Offering Reminder 

A quick reminder, this year’s Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings are going to benefit the  
ministries of the Northern Illinois Synod. The donation will benefit organizations such as Lu-
theran Campus Ministry at NIU, Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center, and Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Illinois. This is a great way to make a big impact on our local communities. 
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It’s almost time for our Ethnic Christmas Party! For those of you who are new or have never  
attended, this is our congregation’s Christmas Party and everyone is invited. 
 
It started out as a Finnish tradition called Piisku Joulu, or Little Christmas—a party to both start the Christ-
mas season and to help let off some of the “steam” of hyper-excitement that builds-up in the children. 
 
Now it has developed into a party where everyone brings a dish to pass from his/her own ethnic roots—
and it’s fun to see how many countries are represented. If, however, you’re not in touch with your 
“roots,” or your family doesn’t care to try “something new or unusual,” bring a dish for the American ta-
ble. 
 
We begin at 5:00 p.m. with English Wassail in the Lounge while the food is set up on the tables in the hall-
way. Table service beverages are provided. When all is ready, we choose our food from the tables and eat 
in Fellowship Hall. There is also a short program and carol singing,  
ending in time to get the kids home to bed. 
 
If you have a folk-outfit, please wear it! 
 
================================================================== 
 
 
Please check below and return to the church office. 
 
 
1) ____ Kitchen Helpers:  Set up food in hallways and service beverages. 
2) _____Table Decorators:  in Fellowship Hall — after coffee on Sunday. 
3) _____Furniture movers:  Remove pews from hallway and set up tables — then  

 return all after the party. 
4) _____Clean-up committee: “Many hands make light work!” 
5) _____Program: If you have something you can share, i.e. a song or instrumental  

 music, a poem, prayer, brief story, an interesting tradition, even jokes,   we need 
you. We’d love to have many countries represented here!   (Please don’t be shy, 
but be brief!) 

 
Name____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our Ethnic Christmas Party is December 13 at 5:00 p.m. 
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A Reflection from your Congregation President 

So how does time pass by so quickly?  I will be finishing my second term, a total of six years, 
as your congregation president at the end of December.  In accordance with our constitution, 
my term must come to a close.  You may find it interesting that I say “so how does time pass by 
so quickly?” and to some, you may think “six years” would seem like forever.  Well for me, I 
have found great satisfaction in being a member of Bethlehem’s leadership team.  I have found 
that wonderful friendships have developed with those whom I have contemplated many an 
agenda in a council or committee meeting.  I have found that what may have been presented or  
perhaps viewed as a major challenge became quite manageable due to the collaboration, the 
wisdom and the guidance of our leadership team.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are serving or have served on  
Council with me. I would like to extend special recognition, and my personal appreciation, to 
Harry Theisen for the twenty plus years he assisted with Bethlehem’s financial matters.  It is 
with great thanks and celebration that we honor those who so faithfully serve Bethlehem. 
 
Finally, I cannot imagine a better ministry team than those who presently share the Good 
News, who welcome Followers of Christ to Bethlehem for Sunday morning worship and/or who 
assist with our outreach programs that extend locally, regionally and globally.  Our ministry 
team is lead by Pastor Gary, is assisted by Mary, our Diaconal Minister, is supported by our 
wonderful staff, and is sustained by each of you, our members and friends.  I express my heart-
felt thanks for your individual contributions.   
 
And, still, I remain fascinated with just how quickly time has passed during my calling to serve 
Bethlehem as your congregation president. 
 
God’s peace, 
 

Tammie Farley    

What’s Happening  . . . 
 
The Greater Kishwaukee Area Concert Band will present “Christmas Once Again” on  
Wednesday, December 9, at 7:00 p.m. John Hansen will direct the concert in Boutell Memorial Hall. 
Christine Monteiro will be the featured vocalist. The concert is free and handicapped accessible. 
 
Joy! A Festival of Readings and Carols, will be presented by Carthage College on December 4 & 5 
at 7:30 p.m. as well as Sunday, December  6 at 4:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday evenings also include a 
wonderful Holiday Buffet prior to the concert. Call (2662) 551-5810 for information. 
 
Rebecca Circle will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 8, for a holiday potluck at Carolyn 
Siebens’ house. 
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Note from the Northern Illinois Food Bank 

The following is excepted from a letter we received from the Food Bank: 
 
“. . . In the past year the Northern Illinois Food Bank network has distributed 27,245,820 pounds of food to 
needy people and more than 50,000 different people benefited each week.  The implementation of the Farm 
Bill, which included an increase in USDA commodities as well as an indexing for inflation, contributed greatly 
to amount of government food made available to our contracted Emergency Food Programs. Additionally, 
the unfortunate high rates of unemployment in a majority of our 13 counties resulted in an increased level of 
funding awarded to NIFB through county Emergency Food and Shelter Programs which was utilized for food 
purchasing. We will continue to pursue additionally sources of food and funds to keep up with the demand 
for assistance and stand ready to provide the support that is needed. 
 
The Emergency Food Program is a federally funded program. The USDA commodities distributed to you as a 
“sub recipient” of the Northern Illinois Food Bank is considered to be a form of federal assistance. A dollar 
value is assigned to each commodity based on the cost to the government. Northern Illinois Food Bank is 
required to inform you of the value of federal assistance provided to you. 
 
The food provided by the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP or FEMA) is also considered federal 
assistance and we are required to inform you of the dollar value. During the fiscal year July 1, 2008 to June 
30, 2009 your emergency feeding program received from the Northern Illinois Food Bank: 
 
EFP Pounds: 49,587.20 
Estimated Federal Dollar Value: $31,388.16 
 
(Weight for November alone was 4,859.55 pounds) 
 
TANF Pounds: 3122 
Estimated Federal Dollar Value: $1593.30 
 
 
EFSP Pounds: 457 
Estimated Federal Dollar Value: $269.36 
 
. . . Thank you again for your service and commitment to feed hungry people.” 
 

FUNDS & TOILETRIES ALWAYS NEEDED 
The Good Samaritan Fund continues to need funds for those having financial problems. The Good  
Samaritan toiletries cabinet in Pastor Gary’s office also needs new shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodor-
ant and bar soap. If you could donate some of these items occasionally, please see Pastor Gary or the church 
office.  
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AskÖ ThankÖ Tell 
“Loving God, in this meal you sustain the weary and heal the broken. May the gift of your word made flesh, 
the body and blood of Christ, inspire our tongues to praise you and proclaim to the entire world the Savior, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” (Sundays and Seasons 2009, p. 260) 
 
We ask for your support of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church because … 

The Holy Spirit calls, gathers enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it united with 
Jesus Christ. 

It is a privilege to be counted among those who share generously. 
We are a congregation in mission. 
God is not finished with us yet! 

 
Thank you for the many ways you share your faith by… 

Telling others that you hear Good News at Bethlehem. 
Sharing your financial resources for the sake of God’s kingdom. 
For partnering with Bethlehem’s members to provide Sunday school, worship, confirmation, fellowship, youth ac-

tivities, counseling, marriage preparation, weddings, funerals, baptisms, and a caring community. 
Praying for Bethlehem, the Northern Illinois Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and our interna-

tional companions. 
 
We tell our mission through… 

Worship 
Education 
Giving beyond our own needs 
Prayers for our congregation, our neighbors, our leaders and our international partners. 
Community activities 
Hospitality to all who come through our doors 

 
Our vision: Jesus is our STAR! 
 (Savior, Teacher, Ascended Lord, Refuge) 
 
Our story: 

We are a Christ centered congregation. 
We are a congregation grounded in God's Word as understood through the cross and resurrection of Christ. 
We are a sacramental congregation bearing witness to our baptismal identity through the sharing of Jesus' body 

and blood in Holy Communion. 
We are a liturgical congregation celebrating Christ's presence among us through worship. 
We are a connected congregation sharing our baptismal identity in our community, synod, denomination and global 

partnerships. 
 
Our mission: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we are called to serve God and neighbor by being the hands and feet of Christ in and 
for the world. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
My pledge honor’s Bethlehem’s past, supports Bethlehem’s present, and helps plan for the future. 
 
I/We will give $__________ (weekly) (monthly) to facilitate the mission of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
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Birthday Greetings to: 
 
1 Richard Stokke 

  Hem Lach 
 2 Chandy Lach 
  Doris Nordstrom 
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  Joe Inboden  
 9 Helen Vlahakis 
  Andrea Joyal 
 12 Genevieve Davis 
  Chong Zheng 
 13 Gordon Rasmussen 
  Russell Bloyd 

If you don’t  find your name on the Birthday Lists, please call the church office at 758-3203.  
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Return service requested 


