
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Message from Pastor Gary 

       SEPTEMBER  2011 

        Highlights 

 

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Savior ap-
peared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that 
we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his 
grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
[Titus 3: 4-7] 
 
By virtue of your baptism you entered the Church, the body of Christ. 
The Church is a partnership, an organization that accompanies a per-
son from birth until death. But our accompaniment does not stop with 
the individual; individuals make congregations, congregations form de-
nominations, denominations form the Church of Christ throughout the 
world. By virtue of your baptism you are a member of a very large family 
– a worldwide partnership knit together by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Our vision is limited. The part of the Church we most often see and in-
teract with is our own congregation. It is easy to make the mistake of 
thinking the Church of Christ is limited to what we can see. The cure for 
this error is to open our eyes and hearts to our worldwide partnership. 
 
Sometimes these questions are asked, ―but isn’t there enough to do 
here? Can’t we just take care of ourselves?‖ To which the answer can 
only be, ―There is plenty to do here, and we must take care of our-
selves, but we are called to care for our neighbors, to be active mem-
bers of our partnership.‖ The Church cannot last long with myopia; such 
nearsightedness can only be overcome by returning to the waters of 
baptism and remembering the worldwide partnership to which we were 
called. 
 
We all multi-task: we do several or many things at the same time. Re-
member the last meal you shared with friends and you will see that you 
talked, ate, drank, and laughed. What a dreadful life if we could do only 
one thing at a time. The Church also multi-tasks: we can take care of 
          
      (continued on page 2) 
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ourselves and our neighbors at the same time. We can do mission locally and globally at the 
same time. In fact, the local mission inspires the global mission, while the global mission informs 
and inspires the local mission. 
 
Martin Luther referred to the human desire to only seek one’s own best interest as incurvatus in 
se; turning in on oneself. This was also his definition of sin. For Luther the way of overcoming sin 
was to work with and for others – to celebrate our partnership that began in baptism. 
 
From July 25 through August 5, I met with people from the Arcot Lutheran Church. Our face to 
face meetings, our conversations, our walking together, sharing meals, and discovering new 
things about one another were all acts of partnership based in baptism. The Northern Illinois 
Synod, a partnership of 150 congregations, has had a relationship with the Arcot Lutheran Church 
since 2008. 
 
Let’s celebrate our partnerships, begun in baptism, carried forward with prayer, mutual blessings 
for all involved. 
 
          Amani, 
          Pr. Gary 

Pastor’s Message (continued) 

FAMINE IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 
 

Widespread famine in the Horn of Africa increases daily and Lutheran World Relief has committed 
an initial $500,000 to longtime partner, Lutheran Federation, to expand its work in the Dadaab 
camps to ensure that new arrivals and other vulnerable people—such as unaccompanied children 
and the elderly—receive food, water, shelter and other critical services. 
 
While people are in dire need of assistance now, we also recognize that projects to safeguard and 
build up livelihoods—sustainable development—save even more lives in the future. Lutheran 
World Relief will continue to work with local partners to help impoverished communities become 
less vulnerable to future droughts. 
 
The needs of this region are very great. As drought conditions continue, we expect more people to 
flee their homes in search of aid. Help increase LWR’s response to this crisis with a gift to the East 
African Drought fund. 
 
LWR accepts gifts by phone at 800-597-5972, online at lwr.org/donate or by sending a check or 
money order to: 

Lutheran World Relief 

P.O. Box 17061 

Baltimore, MD 21298-9832 

 Making a Difference 
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ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED 
 

TO THE 

 
FALL SALAD SUPPER 

ON TUESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 6 

AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
Please bring your favorite 
salad to share. Dessert, rolls 
and coffee will be provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
Men are invited to join us for 
the program! 

Congratulations to Mary 

Lasits on her new job in Co-

lumbus, Ohio, working with 

Lutheran Social Services of 

Central Ohio as Director of 

Congregational Relations. 

Did you know . . . ? 
We recently delivered 40 quilts and  
24 health kits to Lutheran World 
Relief! Thank you to the Cut-Ups 

and Lutheran Church Women 

groups for making a difference! 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Thank you to our lawn mow-

ing crew this year: 

Guy Faber  

John Metzler 

Andy Velez  

Don Krehl 

 

A big thank you also to other 

folks for helping with various 

yard jobs: 

Gordon Rasmussen 

Bob Hongisto 

Anna Fischer 

Frank Garcia 

We couldn’t have done it 
without you!!! 

To all the “Mavericks” — 
The first Sunday in Septem-
ber—September 4—is our Sun-
day to provide and serve coffee 
time. All who are not connected 
to a Circle are welcome to help! 
Questions? Call Gin Rasmussen 

at (815) 895-8956. 

To my Bethlehem friends: 

“ Thank you for helping me to celebrate my 91st birthday 

with the lovely party at the Dairy Queen. To see all of my 

friends was so very special. Thanks, too, to Nancy 

Coffman for organizing my party and for escorting me 

from Colonial House while I rode my scooter. God bless 

all of you.”                              With love, Gladys Erickson  

Mark your calendars for  
Crop Walk 2011— 

October  23 

Offices closed September 5 

Did you know . . .?  Although most of our clients do live in DeKalb County, our Food Pantry is given 
free government commodities such as chicken, beef stew, peanut butter, apple sauce and other items 
in varying quantities each month to help feed clients from all counties in the area.  Also . . . A big thank 
you to Wal-mart! We are now receiving fresh produce and other items from Wal-mart twice per week. 
We couldn’t do it without our hard-working volunteers that pick-up these items each week — so thank 
you Darlene and Chris!  Also, thanks to VAC for giving us extra bread that they receive from  Hy-Vee 
each week. 

“Thank you so much to our Bethlehem family for their 

wonderful meals, cards, calls, prayers, and visits following my 

fall in June. Your concern certainly made a difference. Being a 

part of this caring community provides an awesome support. 

Thank you so much.”                                 Anna Fischer  
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 September  Movies 
 

September 10 “Fracture” with Anthony Hopkins and  
1:30   Ryan Gosling  
   2007/Color/113 minutes  
 
September 24 “Million Dollar Baby” with Clint Eastwood, 
1:30   Hilary Swank, and Morgan Freeman.  
   (Four Academy Awards!) 
   2004/Color/132 minutes 

Join us! Popcorn and soda pop will be provided. 

 
 
 
 

Bell Choir 

Rise up and Rejoice! The first rehearsal of the Bell Choir will take place on Thursday, September 8, 
(Thursday after Labor Day) at 6:30 p.m. If you have any questions about this group you can call Gin 
at (815) 895-8956. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies at Bethlehem 

On Thursday, September 8, Bethlehem will host the Discipleship Gathering for the Northeast Con-
ference of our Synod. You are all welcome to attend the meeting which begins at 6:30 p.m. with reg-
istration. This year’s theme: “Communication and the Congregation: What Would Jesus Tweet?” 
Cookie and snack donations for this event are much appreciated. 

Discipleship Gathering Here 

Men’s Bible Study—Saturday, September 3—8:30—9:30 A.M. 
(Also, mark your calendars for October 1.) 

We spend an hour reading Scripture and talking about issues important to faith, life and 

the issues that face us publicly and personally.  Come once, or come each month! 
 

Weekly  Men’s Breakfast 
This  group meets Friday mornings just before 8:00 a.m. at the Lincoln Inn in down-

town DeKalb. Come as often as you can! 
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LCW Salad Supper & Program 

Lutheran Church Women’s 
Annual  Salad Supper 

 
Tuesday, September 6 

6:30 p.m. 
 

followed by our featured presentation 

 

“Bright Stars of Bethlehem” 
 

 
Beth Nelson Chase shares the story of her work 

with the outreach ministries of Christmas Lutheran 

Church in Bethlehem serving the needs of people 

living in Christ’s birthplace. Hear the voices of our 

Palestinian Christian sisters and brothers who live 

amid occupation, and learn about the students who 

strive to be a new generation of peacemakers. 

 

 
There is no charge for this event. 

The meal is a salad potluck and we ask our 

guests to bring a dish to share  

(one dish per 3-4 people is plenty). 

 

 
The supper is a women’s event; men are 

welcome to attend the presentation which will 

follow at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

 

September 6 

6:30 p.m. 

1915 N. First Street 

DeKalb, Illinois  60115 

Bring a dish 

to share 

Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church 

1915 North First 

Street, DeKalb 

(815) 758-3203 
office@bethlehemdekalb.org 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
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Wine on the Terrace 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 
4-7 p.m. 

Tickets $50/person 
Ellwood House Museum 

 
www.ellwoodhouse.org 

815-756-4609 
 
Ellwood House Association is joining forces with Inboden’ s of DeKalb, merchants of fine 

wines and  gourmet foods, to produce the third  annual “ Wine on the Terrace” —a spec-

tacular afternoon of wines, delectable appetizers and  music in the incomparable setting of 

the Ellwood House porches and  gardens. 

 

“ Wine on the Terrace”  is a benefit fundraiser for the not-for-profit Ellwood House Assn. 

All funds raised  will be used  to support the free school tours and  other free community 

educational programs of the Ellwood House Museum. 

 

“ Wine on the Terrace”  will be limited  to only 150 ticket holders, so don’ t miss this 

unique opportunity to experience fabulous wines, cheeses and  mouth -watering hors d’ o-

evres while enjoying the beauty of the Ellwood House terrace and  gardens.  

Contact Jerry Johns if you would  like tickets (815) 895-3022. 

A BIG Vacation Bible School Thanks! 

Vacation Bible School was a great success this year with 

over 66 kids signed up. We had more than 40 volunteers 

involved just from Bethlehem alone!  The young people 

who participated give a great big thanks to the counsel-

ors who came from Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center.  

 

Thanks to all who provided housing, lunch and dinner to the counselors. A great 

big thanks also goes to all those who served snacks and special thanks goes to 

the people who helped shepherd the students. Thanks to Ann Brooks for her 

wonderful leadership and insight to help make VBS run like clockwork.  None of 

this could have happened without you!!     
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Ushers for Sundays in September 8:45 a.m. 

September 4  Harry & Mona Theisen  September 18 Paul & Julie Rowland 
   Norma Wiegartz      Emily Rowland 
   Donna Bloyd 
        September 25 Louis & Lysa Wright 
September 11 Gary & Ann Brooks      Logan & Lucas Wright 
   Noah & Abbey Brooks 

Greeters for Sundays in September 8:45 a.m. 
 
September 4  Frank & Rose Mary Garcia 
 
September 11 Paul & Karen Gilbert 
 
September 18 Bill & Susan Gulke 
 
September 25 Jerry & Annette Johns 
  
 

Lectors for September 8:45 
 
September 4  Dick Stokke 
 
September 11 Lorna Bemis 
 
September 18 Julie Rowland 
 
September 25 Heather Breuer 

Communion Assistants 8:45 
 
September 4  Myron Bond 
   Wayne Coffman 
 
September 11 Sarah Trostle 
   Sherry Krehl 
 
September 18 Margie Hargrave 
   Virginia Luedtke 
 
September 25 John & Beth Metzler 
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Ushers for Sundays in September 11:00 a.m. 

September 4  Loren & Margaret Hayes 
    
September 11 Kathleen Hunt 
   Maria McMillion 
 
September 18 Don & Sherry Krehl 
 
September 25 Barb & Amanda Luchsinger 

Greeters for Sundays in September 11:00 a.m. 
 
September 4  Gordon & Virginia Rasmussen 
 
September 11 Dick & Laurel Stokke 
 
September 18 Jesse & Karen Schramer 
 
September 25 Myron Bond 
   Kathleen Hunt 

Lectors for September 11:00 
 
September 4  Gordon Rasmussen 
 
September 11 Kathleen Hunt 
 
September 18 Pat Erickson 
 
September 25 Myron Bond 
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Property Committee Activities 

Recently a priority poll was taken by the Property Committee members and Church Council to pro-
vide guidance to the Property Committee as to preferences of people concerning the many projects 
that have been discussed in the past two years. 
 
The top three for the participants were the parking lot, cutting down the dead tree on the north edge 
of the back parking lot, and shortening some pews for wheelchairs and/or walkers. 
 
Following the preferences of the poll responders, the Property Committee brought out the bids re-
ceived two years ago for the parking lot resealing and designated committee members to check on 
the current status of those bids. Bids for the tree cutting are being sought. Bill Gulke feels we could 
do the job ourselves if we have someone to grind up the cut material.  
 
The shortening pew project is on hold. 
 
Of the projects that did not receive high priority, a couple have already been done. The staining of 
the outside wall on the east side of the building will be done by volunteers. 
 
Other activity involves a sub-group of property that has been looking at ways to enhance and im-
prove our entryway, hall and fellowship hall. One idea that caught immediate attention and enthusi-
asm was to put an electronic bulletin board in the entryway. This would provide information about 
what is going on, activities of interest, scheduled meetings, etc.   
 
The Council approved using memorial funds for this project. The sub-group went to Best Buy to 
make a selection and the board will be installed very early in September. At the time of installation, 
Best Buy will also provide instruction on how to use the new communication board. 
 
The sub-group members are Joan Truckenbrod, Marilyn Hongisto, Maria McMillion and Anna 
Fischer. This group provided the stimulus for the fantastic display of Indian photos that have been up 
during July and August. Hopefully, more displays of interest will fill the hall. 
 
These committees are always looking for additional help. In August, Jesse Schramer joined the 
group. He is a most welcome addition. 

GO AND ACT BOLDLY 
Neighbors Uplifting Neighbors 

 
Northern Illinois Synod 

Women of the ELCA Convention 
Saturday, September 17, 2011 — 9:00 a.m. 

 
St Paul’s Lutheran Church 

1001 9th Street, Orion, Illinois (309) 526-8406 
Workshops will include topics on India, Tanzania, “Ask the Bishop” 
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Kid’s Fun Page 
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September Stewardship 

August-September Stewardship Emphasis 
Riso Duplicator 

 
A duplicator differs from a copy machine in the way it produces copies. Duplicators do 
not rely on heat to make copies and can therefore run faster with less expense. How-
ever, both a copy machine and a duplicator are needed in our office. 
 
The current Risograph Duplicator was purchased in 1997. After producing 1,943,824 
copies using 17,499 masters, our Riso broke down and is not repairable. Riso 
stopped making replacement parts for their 1997 machines in 2006. We were fortu-
nate that the few times we needed repairs there were still parts in the repair shop. But 
this last time our good fortune ran out – no more parts are available for the duplicator 
that has served us so well. 
 
Integra Business Systems is currently offering a great incentive on a new duplicator. 
For $3,495 plus our old machine we can be back to high speed and inexpensive dupli-
cating. Your help in meeting this need is greatly appreciated! 
 
Here is my gift to get Bethlehem up-to-speed: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Did you know???   It’s our church’s turn to help with Meals on Wheels in Octo-

ber!  Can you help us?  If so, please sign up in the church office for a particular 

date. Thanks! 

The 9/11 Decade of Impact:  
A Multi-Faith Gathering of Reflection, Dialogue, Arts & Music 

 
Sunday, September 11 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb 

158 N. Fourth St. 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of 9/11/01. This event is open to community members and or-
ganizations dedicated to human diversity and cultural dialogue. 



 

 

 

Sunday School 
Registration 

 

  

 Beginning September 11 with Rally Day! 

 
 

 Please return this form to:   

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 1915 N First St.  DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

Student’s Name_________________________________________________ 

 

 Parent/Guardian 

Name______________________________Address____________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Home Phone______________________ Alt. Phone______________________ 

 

 Student’s Age____________________ Grade_________________________ 

 

 Emergency contact if parent/guardian cannot be reached: 

Name_________________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________ Relationship to student________________ 
 

 Please list any allergies the staff should be aware of 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

 Person responsible for picking up this student at the end of the hour 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 Permission for:  Photo release – YES____ NO____ & Web photo release YES___ NO____ 

 

 Signature of parent or guardian____________________________________________ 
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It’s Sunday School Registration Time! 
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August Council Minutes 

Present: Beth Metzler, Annette Johns, Van O’Brien, Pastor Gary Erickson, Mary Lasits, Anna Fischer, Maria McMillion, Gordon Rasmussen, Lysa Wright 
Call to Order –Beth Metzler called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. 
Approval of Agenda – Gordon Rasmussen moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Lysa Wright. The Council approved the agenda. 
Approval of Minutes – Van O’Brien moved to approve the minutes to the June 2011 Council meeting, seconded by Maria McMillion. Council ap-
proved the minutes. 
Director of Youth and Outreach – Mary Lasits announced her resignation, effective at the end of the month. She has accepted a position in Central 
Ohio as a Director of Congregational Relations. Her last Sunday will be August 28th. As a result, her position in the Council will be vacated, as well 
as her Synod seat. She also reported that Vacation Bible School was going well with an attendance of around 65 children per day. 
Mary will schedule a meeting on Thursday the 11th to discuss the transition as it pertains to Christian Education. Teachers almost in place for fall. 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Gary’s report included the following: 

· Pastor Gary reminded the Council of upcoming vacation days: 
o August 21st and 27th 
o August 29th through September 5th – Pastor Gary will be attending a partners meeting in Denmark related to the Arcot 

Lutheran Church in India. Pastor Diane may be called upon to substitute during worship 
· Thursday, September 8th will be a Synod Discipleship Gathering for the Northeast Conference at BELC 

Property Committee – (Anna Fischer) 
· One of the church’s vacuums was lost and returned broken without knowledge of how it was returned in its condition. The Property 

Committee will be looking into getting a second vacuum cleaner for public use; possibly a shopvac for downstairs. 
· Anna handed out a survey to the Council to prioritize issues coming up with the Property committee. 
· Annette Johns moved to have an electronic bulletin board installed in the front lobby of the church, seconded by Anna Fischer. The 

Council approved the motion. The electronic bulletin board will be used to scroll through events and announcements at BELC as 
well as any other information that needs to be posted for all to see. This is part of continuing efforts to modernize BELC. The bulletin 
board will be paid for from Memorial Funds 

Social Ministry – (Annette Johns) 
· The food pantry served 2,301 persons/828 households in June 2011 
· The food pantry served 1,825 persons/625 households in July 2011 

Mission Endowment – (Lysa Wright) 
 ·       The Mission Endowment Committee met on Monday, August 8th, and all disbursements have been allocated for the year. 

. The committee is interested in being audited. Anna Fischer moved to have the Mission Endowment Committee audited by the 
church Audit Committee, seconded by Maria McMillion. The Council approved the motion.  

· Annette Johns moved to have an electronic bulletin board installed in the front lobby of the church, seconded by Anna Fischer. The 
Council approved the motion. The electronic bulletin board will be used to scroll through events and announcements at BELC as 
well as any other information that needs to be posted for all to see. This is part of continuing efforts to modernize BELC. The bulletin 
board will be paid for from Memorial Funds. 

· A list of the allocated disbursements will be prepared for the September Council meeting for review and approval. 
Old Business – The following old business was discussed: 

· Sean Blobaum from Thrivent came to the BELC and informed members of the Thrivent Choice program. Most importantly the congrega-
tion was informed that the funds can be put back toward BELC if each member chooses. 

· The Council will started getting names together for members of the vision task force discussed at the last meeting. 
· The Council will put together evaluations for staff in the coming month. 
· The following activities and events were formally announced to the Council: 

o June 19th, the congregation’s graduates will be honored during service 
o July 10th – Thrivent associate will be at Adult Forum 
o July 17th – First communion for young members 
o A display about the ELC’s mission work in India is on display in the main hallway.  

New Business – The following new business was discussed: 
· The fourteen year old copier in the office has broken down and parts are no longer available. The BELC’s copy machine supplier is offer-

ing a fair deal of +/- $3,500 for a new machine. Pastor Gary suggested that the funds will be borrowed from the Memorial Fund and paid 
back over time. Anna Fischer made a motion to this effect, seconded by Lysa Wright. The Council approved the motion. 

· Lifeline Screening will be using the BELC again on November 29th. The Council approved this request. 
· The Council approved the appointment of Barb Luchsinger to serve as offering counter to fill June Whitney’s vacated position. 
· A discussion of BELC’s policy of reaching out to church members and families in need was discussed. The Council was reminded that 

the Good Samaritan fund allows for three $300 gifts to be disbursed throughout one calendar year. In more dire circumstances, additional 
funds can be found. 

· The Council discussed filling of roles in the absence of Mary Lasits. In the short term, it was suggested that the Church could pay for four 
hours a week for a care coordinator. 

· A formal inventory of existing committees and their members is going to be assembled in the coming weeks to serve as a point of refer-
ence for the Council as well as the congregation. 

Next Meeting - The next council meeting is set for Tuesday, September 13th at 6:30 pm. Meeting was adjourned at 8:36.Minutes submitted by:  Van O’Brien 



 

 

 

Sunday School Rally Day –  

September 11 

Pre-K – Adults! 

 

Discipleship 101: Pre-K through 6th grade: 

Explore the great stories of the Bible beginning with “Baby 

Moses.” Sundays from 10:00 to 10:50 am. 

 

Discipleship 102: 7th and 8th graders:  

Wednesday evening confirmation classes begin in October! We 

look forward to studying the catechism together Sunday mornings 

from 10:00 to 10:50 am, and Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:00 pm. 

 

Discipleship 103: High School through Adults:   

Sunday morning studies from 10:10 – 10:50 am. 

 

Adult Class: 10:10 – 10:50 am 

September 11: Summer reflections. 

September 18: Sarah Van Meter of Safe Passage 

September 25: Bible Study 
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Get Ready for Rally Day Fun! 
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13  Kathleen Hunt 

 Ron Marten 

19  Reilly Zak 

20  Allison Farley 

21  Marjorie Hargrave 

 Aaron Bloyd 

23  Alan Garcia 

25  Lisa Cole 

 Hayden Vanderweele 

27  Anna Bidstrup 

 John Whitney 

 Rowan Christopher Fowler 

30 Ingrid Inboden 

 

Birthday Greetings to: 

 

1  Annette Johns 

 Connor Matthew Reidl 

2  Kent Signorella 

3  Jesika Lowe 

4  Katherine Metzler 

8  Wayne Coffman 

 Jennifer Ewing 

9  Jane Bidstrup 

10  Betty Ruby 

11  Helen Miller 

 Erika Cole 

 

 

 

 

If you don’t find your name on the Birthday Lists, please call the church office at 758-3203.  

 Bethlehem Star 

Bethlehem Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

1915 N. First Street 

DeKalb, Illinois 60115 

 
Phone: 815-758-3203 

Fax:  815-758-1411 
Email:  belcdekalb@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

   Address Label Here 

 

 

   

   

   

Birthday List for September  

 

 Return service requested 


